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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  4,657  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Population,  mid-year,  1950  ...  16,410 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  at  end  of  1950  4,787 

Rateable  value,  June,  1951 £101,038 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  at  1st  April,  -951  £380 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Total  M F 

Legitimate  . ...  261  140  121 

Illegitimate  ...  11  7 4 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  16.57 

Birth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  estimated  population  16.17 


STILL  BIRTHS; 

Total 

M 

F 

Legitimate 

8 

3 

5 

Illegitimate  .. 

0 

0 

0 

Rate 

per  1,000  total  births  

...  28.57 

Rate 

per  1,000  estimated 

population 

. . ...  ... 

...  ... 

...  0.48 

Rate 

per  1,000  population 

England  and 

Wales  ... 

...  ... 

...  037 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY: 


Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion Nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still) Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales 
(per  1,000  live  births): 

Abortion  with  sepsis  

Other  abortion  

Complication  of  pregnancy  and  delivery 
Sepsis  of  childbirth  and  the  puerperinm  ... 

(Rher  complications  of  the  puerperinm 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY: 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year: 

Total  M F 

9 7 2 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year: 

Total  M F 

0 0 0 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births 34.48 

Death  Rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births 33.08 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 

live  births 29.8 

DEATHS : 

Total  M F 

213  123  90 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  12.97 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population,  England 

and  Wales  ...  11.6 

All  the  above  rates  are  calculated  on  the  estimated  population 
given  by  the  Registrar  General. 


0.05 

0.54 

0.03 

0.15 
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MORTALITY: 


riie  deaths  include  those  of  ,49  persons  in  institutions  outside  the 
Boi  nigh;  30  males  and  19  females. 

The  causes  of  deatli  were : 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  5 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms 0 

Syphilitic  disease  1 

Idiphtheria  0 

Whooping  Cough  0 

Meningococcal  infections 0 

Acute  poliomyelitis  0 

Measles  0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  0 

Odier  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 15 

leukaemia,  aleukaemia 0 

Diabetes  2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  37 

Coronary  disease,  angina 22 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  4 

Other  heart  disease  28 

Other  circulatory  disease 8 

Influenza 1 

Pneumonia  7 

Bronchitis  13 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  0 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 5 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  0 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 

Hvperplasia  of  prostate  2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  0 

Congenital  malformations 2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 40 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  2 

All  other  accidents  2 

Suicide  0 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 0 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Yorkshire  Penny  Bank  Buildings, 
Market  Square,  Retford. 

July,  1951. 


To  the  Mayoi\  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
the  Borough  of  East  Retford. 


LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1950,  on  the  Health  Ser- 
vices, and  Health  of  the  Borough. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  shows  a further  in- 
crease of  190  over  the  1949  figure. 

There  has  been  a considerable  decrease  in  both  legitimate  and 
illegitimate  live  hirths,  there  being  a drop  of  40  as  compared  witli  the 
1949  figure,  and  the  Birth  Rate  has  dropped  by  roughly  2-2  births  per 
1,000  population. 

At  eight  the  stillbirths  show  an  increase  of  one,  and  the  rate  per 
1,000  estimated  population  remains  a little  higher  than  that  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  for  the  sixth  year  in  succession  there 
has  been  no  maternal  death. 

I'he  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  has  continued  on  the  downward  trend, 
but  still  remains  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

Of  the  nine  infantile  deaths,  two  were  due  to  congenital  malfor 
Illations,  and  two  to  prematurity. 

The  number  of  deaths  remain  practically  constant,  although  with 
an  increasing  population  tlie  death  rate  has  decreased  slightly  but  re- 
mains al'ove  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

Death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  decreased  by  two  as  com- 
pared with  last  year,  and  no  death  is  recorded  from  other  forms  of 
tuberculosis. 

There  were  29  deaths  from  malignant  diseases,  being  a decrease 
of  one.  This  figure  is  not  high  but  could  probably  be  reduced,  as  the 
number  of  patients  attending  specialists  for  the  first  time  when  the 
disease  i.-  advanced  is  too  high,  due  in  a large  degree  to  fear ; fear  of 
leaving  a family  uncared  for,  .and  in  many  cases  fear  of  being  told 
that  they  have  cancer,  which  many  people  still  regard  is  being  largely 
incuralile.  A realisation  that  there  is  a remarkable  difference  in  the 
rate  of  cure  where  treatment  is  begun  early,  results  in  the  saving  of 
many  lives. 

There  were  91  deaths  from  cardio-vascular  diseases,  including  37 
vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system,  which  shows  an  increase  over  the 
total  of  85  in  1949.  In  a slowly  ageing  population  it  is  inevitable  that 
there  will  be  increases  in  deaths  from  these  causes. 

It  is,  perhaps,  a comment  on  the  increased  tension  at  which  we 
live  that  there  have  been  five  deaths  from  peptic  ulcer. 
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There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year.  Immunisation 
continued  to  be  carried  out  at  special  sessions  at  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  and  by  the  General  Practitioners  in  the  Borough. 
This  service  is  provided  under  Section  26  of  the  National  Health  Ser- 
vice Act,  1946,  under  agency  arrangements  with  the  Notts.  County 
Council. 

During  the  year,  114  infants  were  immunised,  including  69  chil- 
dren notified  as  being  immunised  by  General  Practitioners.  I con- 
sider that  this  figure  does  not  represent  the  truth.  Many  more  chil- 
diren  are  being  immunised,  but  despite  the  fact  that  a fee  is  paid  for 
a complete  course  of  immunisation,  the  cards  are  not  submitted  to  me 
on  completion  so,  therefore,  a true  figure  cannot  be  given  in  this  report. 

In  addition  to  those  receiving  primary  immunisation,  I gave  boost- 
ing doses  to  162  children,  and  four  were  given  by  General  Practitioners. 
The  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  the  Borough  under  the  age 
of  five  years  was  46.43%,  and  the  percentage  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  15  years  was  100%. 

I have  not  noticed  any  serious  effect  on  the  immunisation  campaign 
of  the  alleged  risk  of  poliomyelitis  developing  in  the  children  immunised 
during  the  late  summer  and  autumn. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  the  Borough  remained  free  from 
poliomvelitis  throughout  the  year. 

Sporadic  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  throughout  the  year,  many 
fewer  tlian  1949.  These  cases  were  relatively  mild,  with  nil  mortality. 

Twenty-six  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified,  all  but  one  in 
the  last  four  months  of  the  year,  the  niild  outbreak  continuing  into  1951. 

A considerable  Measles  epidemic  occurred  in  the  late  autumn  and 
winter,  with  a peak  in  November,  and  again  continuing  into  1951,  the 
incidence  being  divided  almost  equally  between  the  one  to  five  year 
olds,  and  the  five  to  15  years  olds.  Despite  the  epidemic  proportions 
no  death  occurred. 

Notifications  of  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  halved, 
and  there  was  no  new  case  of  non-pulrnonary  infection. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

The  Ambulance  Services  in  this  area  are  provided  by  the  Notts. 
County  Council.  The  main  ambulance  station  is  situated  in  the  Ret- 
ford Borough,  and  the  vehicles  comprise  three  ambulances  and  two 
sitter  cars.  The  Station  Supervisor  is  Mr.  B.  Hall.  Office : 4a,  Church- 
gate,  Ptetford.  Telephone  No.  Retford  400. 


LABORATORY  SERVICES. 

Specimens  of  milk,  throat  swabs,  etc.,  and  also  samples  of  ice 
cream  were  sent  for  examination  either  to  the  Public  Analyst,  Sheffield, 
or  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Lincoln. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


The  treatment  of  Venereal  disease  was  the  responsibility  of  the 
Notts.  County  Council,  until  the  commencement  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  when  the  service  was  handed  over  to  the  Sheffield 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  Clinics  are  held  as  hereunder : 

Mansfield — West  Hill  Drive: 

Men  ...  Tuesday  10.00  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

...  Thursday  6.00  p.m.  to  8.00  p.m. 

Women  ...  Tuesday  2.00  p.m.  to  4.00  p.m. 

...  Wednesday  6.00  p.m.  to  8.00  p.m. 

Worksop — Dispensary  Buildings,  Watson  Road. 

Men  ...  Friday  10.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

...  Friday  6.00  p.m.  to  7.00  p.m. 

Women  ...  Wednesday  10.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

...  Friday  5.00  p.m.  to  6.00  p.m. 

There  are  also  available  the  following  Venereal  Disease  Clinics  in 
adjacent  towns: 


Doncaster — Royal  Infirmary. 


Men 

..  Tuesday  

...  5.30 

p.m. 

to 

7.30  p.m. 

, 

. Friday  

...  9.00 

a.m. 

to 

11.00  a.m. 

• 

. Friday  

...  4.00 

p.m. 

to 

6.00  p.m. 

Women  . . 

. Monday  

...  4.00 

p.m. 

to 

6.00  p.m. 

• • 

. Friday  

...  6.00 

p.m. 

to 

8.00  p.m. 

Cainsborough— 

-141,  Bridge  Street. 

Men 

. Wednesday  

...  6.00 

p.m. 

to 

7.00  p.m. 

Women  . . 

Monday  

...  10.00 

a.m. 

to 

12  noon. 

. Monday  

...  6.00 

p.m. 

to 

7.00  p.m. 

Sheffield — Royal  Infirmary. 

Men 

Tuesday  

...  5.00 

p.m. 

to 

7.00  p.m. 

, 

. Wednesday 

...  6.00 

p.m. 

to 

8.00  p.m. 

• 

. Friday  

5.30  p.m. 

to 

7.30  p.m. 

Women  .. 

. Tuesday  

...  1.30 

p.m. 

to 

4.00  p.m. 

Sheffield — Royal  Hospital. 

Men 

Tuesday  

...  7.00 

p.m. 

to 

9.00  p.m. 

• 

..  Thursday  

...  6.00 

p.m. 

to 

8.00  p.m. 

• 

..  Friday  

...  7.00 

p.m. 

to 

9.00  p.m. 

Women  .. 

. Thursday  

...  11.00 

a.m. 

to 

1.00  p.m. 

Jessop  Hospital  for  Women. 

Women  .. 

. Tuesday  

...  4.00 

p.m. 

to 

6.00  p.m. 

. 

. Thursday  

...  4.00 

p.m. 

to 

6.00  p.m. 
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SCABIES. 


Treatment  was  carried  out  on  12  patients  during  1950 — eight  cases 
of  scal)ies,  and  four  cases  «of  pediculosis.  These  patients  were  treated 
at  the  Cleansing  Station,  Coiporation  Tard,  New  Street,  Retford. 


CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICE. 

The  Service  is  now  provided  l)y  the  Notts.  County  Council  under 
.Sect’on  22  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

I'he  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Old  Day  Nursery, 
arkei  S(iuare,  Retford,  as  follows: 

Mondays:  2 p.ni.  to  4.30  p.in.,  hahies  up  to  2 years  of  age; 

Thursdays:  2 p.in.  to  4.30  p.m.,  toddlers  2 to  5 years  of  age; 

Fridays:  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.,  hahies  and  toddlers. 

Linder  the  County  Child  Welfare  Service,  the  County  Council  also 
pro\ide.  dental  treatment  for  i)re-school  children  and  expectant  mothers. 

Tlie  Retford  and  District  Cripples  Guild  Clinic  is  held  at  the 
Retford  and  District  Hospital,  North  Road,  Retford,  on  Monday  and 
W’cdnesday  of  each  rveek,  and  also  on  the  fourth  Thursday  in  each 
month.  The  Consulting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  Mr.  S.  A.  S.  Malkin, 
\isils  the  clinic  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesday  in  each  month. 

The  Cri[)ples  Guild  continues  to  carry  out  its  most  valuable  work 
in  the  care  and  after  care  of  cripples  in  Retford  and  District. 


MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

Ante-natal  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  each 
Wednesday  from  2.0  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Mothers  wdio  can,  and  wish  to  he  confined  at  home,  are  attended 
i)y  one  of  the  County  Midwives,  of  wliom  there  are  three  in  the 
Borough,  viz: 

Nurse  A.  E.  Hardy  and  Nurse  F.  E.  Hardy, 

“ W iddicomhe,”  Welham  Road,  Retford. 

’Phone : Retford  51. 

Nurse  M.  1.  Wduttington, 

“ Penfold,”  Devonshire  Road,  Retford. 

’Phone : Retford  530. 

Beds  are  provided  by  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  for 
those  mothers  who  recpiire  hospital  confinement,  and  bookings  for  such 
confinements  are  made  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 


HOME  NURSING. 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Retford  and  District  Nursing  As- 
sociation, and  the  rvork  is  carried  out  on  its  behalf  by  two  Queen’s 
Nurses,  names  and  addresses  as  follows: 

Nurse  K.  Tanner  and  Nurse  M.  Otter, 

16,  Osberton  Road,  Retford. 

’Phone : Retford  457. 
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HOME  HELP  SEPvVICE. 


The  Notts.  County  Council  continue  to  operate  the  local  Home 
Help  Service,  under  Section  29  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946.  The  Service  provides  Domestic  Help  to  necessitous  cases,  and 
is  either  full  or  part-time  as  required. 

Tile  type  of  case  considered  to  be  suitable  may  include : 

1.  Maternity  cases; 

2.  Mothers  and  young  children  ^vhere  some  help  is  recommended 

by  the  doctor; 

3.  Cases  of  illness  where  no  other  help  is  available; 

4.  Aged  and  infirm  patients. 

Tlie  Home  Helps  do  cleaning,  plain  cooking  and  shopping,  etc., 
but  no  nursing.  A recommendation  from  the  Nurse  or  Doctor  is  neces- 
sary, and  the  household  is  required  to  pay  in  accnrdince  with  the 
County  Council’s  scale  of  assistance,  the  Home  Help  being  paid  by 
the  CouiUa'  Council. 


TLIP.ERCELOSIS. 

Tl’.e  diagnosis,  treatment,  and  after-care  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  Borough  is  one  of  the  public  health  services  provided  by  the 
Notts.  County  Council.  Tuherculosis  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Retford 
and  District  Hospital  every  Tuesday  between  2.0  p.m.  and  4.0  p.m. 

SCHOOL  MEDTCAI.  SERVICE. 

The  Notts.  County  Council,  being  the  Local  Education  Authority, 
is  responsible  for  providing  this  service. 

School  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Market 
Squaie,  Retford,  on  Monday,  from  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon,  -when  a Medical 
Offir-fo-  attached  to  the  County  ‘school  Medical  Staff  attends,  and  on 
Friday  froni  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Dental  Clinics  are  held  in  the  same  building  on  Fridays  from 
9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon,  and  from  2.0  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.,  and  also  at  other 
times  ’when  necessary. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY 

Work  on  the  new  bore-hole  at  Whisker  Hills  was  continued.  This 
bore-hole  ’will  derive  water  from  the  Bunter  bed  as  do  the  existing 
hores  at  Ordsall,  and  the  water  will  be  of  a similar  quality  to  the 
present  supply.  It  is  estimated  that  when  in  commission  the  new  bore- 
hole will  yield  up  to  60,000  gallons  per  hour. 

There  are  four  houses  within  the  Borough  which  are  not  supplied 
with  piped  water,  but  which  have  stand  pipes.  There  are  also  12 
houses  which  are  not  connected  with  the  town’s  mains  at  all — these 
being  isolated  houses  in  the  rural  outskirts  of  the  town.  During  the 
year  two  houses  within  the  Borough  boundary  were  connected  to  the 
mains  water  supplied  by  the  East  Retford  Rural  District. 

One  hundred  and  six  samples  of  water  were  sent  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year.  At  all  times  samples  obtained  direct 
from  wells  were  sati.sfactory.  A few  samples  taken  from  private 
premises  were  not  in  Class  1,  the  examination  showing  minor  defects 
in  sanitary  arrangements  at  the  premises. 
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Particulars  of  samples  taken  are  given  hereunder : 


Date 

Chlorination 

Before 

Chlorination 

Result 
(Class  No.) 

3/  1/50 

0 

2 

1 

6/  1/50 

2 

0 

1 

13/  1/50 

0 

2 

1 

20/  1/50 

2 

0 

1 

27/  1/50 

0 

2 

1 

3/  2/50 

2 

0 

1 

10/  2/50 

0 

2 

1 

16/  2/50 

2 

0 

1 

24/  2/50 

0 

2 

1 

3/  3/50 

2 

0 

1 

9/  3/50 

0 

2 

1 

17/  3 50 

2 

0 

1 

23/  3/50 

0 

2 

1 

31/  3/50 

2 

0 

1 

12/  4/50 

0 

2 

1 

17/  4/50 

2 

0 

1 

20/  4/50 

0 

2 

1 

27/  4/50 

2 

0 

1 

4/  5/50 

0 

2 

1 

12/  5/50 

2 

0 

1 

19/  5/50 

0 

2 

1 

26/  5/50 

2 

0 

1 

5/  6/50 

0 

2 

1 

8/  6/50 

2 

0 

1 

16/  6/50 

0 

2 

(1  class 

23/  6/50 

2 

0 

(1  class 

1 

30/  6/50 

0 

2 

1 

6/  7/50 

2 

0 

1 

14/  7/50 

0 

2 

1 

21/  7/50 

2 

0 

1 

28/  7/50 

1 

2 

1 

31/  7/50 

1 

0 

4 

4/  8/50 

2 

0 

1 

8/  8/50 

1 

0 

1 

14/  8/50 

0 

2 

1 

18/  8/50 

2 

0 

1 

25/  8/50 

0 

2 

1 

31/  8/50 

2 

0 

1 

8/  9/50 

0 

2 

1 

15/  9/50 

2 

0 

1 

22/  9/50 

0 

2 

1 

28/  9/50 

2 

0 

1 

6/10/50 

0 

2 

1 

13/10/50 

2 

0 

1 

20/10/50 

0 

1 

2 

27/10/50 

2 

0 

1 

3/11/50 

0 

2 

(1  class 

10/11/50 

2 

0 

(1  class 

1 

18/11/50 

0 

2 

(1  class 

24/11/50 

2 

0 

(1  class 

1 

1/12/50 

0 

2 

1 

7/12/50 

2 

0 

1 

15/12/50 

0 

2 

1 

22/12/50 

2 

0 

1 
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The  grading  in  column  4 is  given  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Report 
No.  71,  1939,  “ The  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies,’* 
as  follows. 

Presumptive  Coliform  Count 
per  100  ml. 

Class  1 — Highly  satisfactory  less  than  1 

Class  2 — Satisfactory  1 — 2 

Class  3 — Suspicious  3-10 

Class  4 — Unsatisfactory  greater  than  10 

No  sample  of  water  was  submitted  for  a full  chemical  analysis 
during  1950. 


CORPORATION  SWIMMING  BATH. 

In  April,  1950,  the  old  chlorinator,  giving  marginal  chlorination, 
was  removed  and  new  equipment  installed,  the  system  being  changed 
to  “ break  point  ” chlorination.  This  has  proved  eminently  satisfactory, 
the  water  being  of  a clear  sparkling  quality,  and  the  baths  have  re- 
mained free  from  the  smell  of  chlorine.  Samples  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  have  been  most  satisfactory,  and  they  have 
shown  absence  of  coliform  organisms  even  when  taken  during  a heavy 
“ Bathing  load  ” in  the  baths. 


HOUSING— GENERAL  REMARKS. 


In  my  report  for  1949  I commented  on  the  number  of  unfit  houses 
in  the  Borough,  and  on  the  frustration  and  marital  unhappiness  caused 
among  both  young  couples  with  growing  children  and  their  parents 
who,  by  necessity,  overcrowd  their  own  homes  in  order  to  accommodate 
the  young  people.  In  order  to  give  a clear  picture  of  the  present 
position  I have  prepared  the  following  figures : 

Estimated  number  of  families  without  separate  homes  of 
their  own  (i.e.  present  deficiency  in  number  of  homes  required 


in  the  Borough)  500 

Present  estimated  number  of  unfit  houses  280 

§Total  present  deficiency  780 


Annual  increase  in  number  of  houses  required  each  year. 

Estimated  number  of  marriages  per  annum  (i.e.  couples 


requiring  houses)  120 

Less  estimated  number  of  houses  becoming  empty 
(i.e.  death  of  last  occupant)  60 

Less  number  of  families  who  for  various  reasons  do 
not  require  a house  of  their  own  10 


— 70 

§Net  annual  increase  and  number  of  new  houses  required  50 

(I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any  significant  variation 
in  this  figure  over  the  next  ten  to  fifteen  years.) 
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Estimated  numl)er  of  individual  houses  Ijecomiug  unfit 
each  year  20 

§Total  annual  increase  in  liouses  required  at  the  present 
marriage,  birth  and  death  rate  70 


Although  there  may  he  some  decrease  iu  the  marriage  rate  during 
the  next  ten  years,  the  death  rate  will  also  continue  to  decrease  and 
more  old  p^'^ph'  Avill  contiuim  to  occupy  houses,  and  T consider  that 
at  least  700  new  houses  will  he  required  in  the  next  ten  years  before 
any  significent  attack  can  he  made  on  the  present  arrears,  ft  is  rea- 
sonable to  assume  that  in  the  next  ten  years  the  number  of  houses 
retpiired  in  order  to  provide  a lit  house  for  each  family  would  he: 


Present  deficiency  780 

Estimated  need  per  annum — 70. 

^Estimated  need  in  10  years  700 

Gi\ing  a total,  including  the  present  280  unfit  houses  1,480 


If  the  present  building  rate  continues  the  number  of  houses  pio- 
\ided  in  the  next  ten  years  will  be  approximately  800,  leaving  a 
deficiency  of  680.  In  order  to  wipe  out  arrears  in  ten  years,  and  supjily 
the  need,  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  tlie  present  building  rate 
to  148  dwellings  per  annum.  At  present  there  appears  no  likelihood 
of  this  being  atllained,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  houses  will  be  constructed 
at  a rate  greater  than  100  per  annum.  Accepting  this  as  possible  there, 
A\ill  still  he  a deficiency'  of  480  at  the  end  of  ten  years.  The  figure  of 
480  represents  the  present  number  of  unfit  houses  plus  those  estimated 
as  becoming  unfit  over  a period  of  ten  years.  It  would  be  possible, 
therefore,  assuming  an  average  building  rate  of  100  houses  per  annum, 
to  overcome  the  present  deficiency  in  houses,  and  to  provide  for  future 
need,  if  no  unfit  houses  are  dealt  with.  This  however,  would  leave  a 
very  large  problem  in  slum  clearance  to  be  faced  in  ten  years  time. 
1 do  not  wish  to  make  a detailed  commentary  but  feel  that  the  follow- 
ing points  could  be  stressed : 

1.  Large  scale  clearance  of  unfit  houses  will  remain  imprac- 
ticable for  some  years. 

2.  It  will  be  necessary  for  old  houses  to  be  kept  in  as  good 

a state  of  repair  as  possible,  and  essential  work  must  b©  insisted  o n 

3.  It  will  be  impossible  to  keep  all  old  houses  going  for  another 

ten  years,  and  it  rvill  be  necessary  to  deal  with  them  individually. 


I consider  that  there  is  bound  to  be  a slow  steady  rise  in  the 
number  on  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  demolition  orders  during 
the  next  few  years.  However,  while  the  present  acute  shortage  con 
tinues  every  endeavour  should  be  made  to  keep  old  properties  going 
rather  than  to  demolish  them. 


NATIONAL  AS.SISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  SECTION  47. 


No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Section  during  the  year. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 


The  work  tlirougliout  llie  year  was  done  without  a whole-time 
assistant.  The  usual  arrangement  hetween  the  Borough  and  the  Rural 
District  was  maintained  and  so  I received  material  assistance  at  the 
Ministry  of  Food  slaughterliousc  from  the  staff  of  tlie  Rural  Distric 
Council,  who  also  carried  out  any  essential  work  in  the  Borough  during 
my  absence  on  holiday.  The  home  killed  rationed  meat  for  a popula- 
tion of  o\er  80,000  is  slaughtered  in  Retford,  and  it  rvoidd  be  im- 
possible for  me  to  do  the  necessary  inspections  wdthout  the  assistance 
of  mv  rural  colleagues. 

Ninety-two  complaints,  alleging  nuisances  or  unsatisfactory  con- 
ditions, were  received  during  the  year.  The  complaints  wmre  all  m- 
vestigaled  and  ^vere  found  to  be  justified  in  77  cases. 

One  hundred  ami  seventy  informal  notices  retpiiring  the  abatement 
of  nuisances  and  defects  w'ere  served,  and  these  were  followed  uj)  by 
statutory  notices  in  26  cases.  No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted 
for  failing  to  comply  with  a statutory  notice. 

The  total  numlier  of  defects  remedied  as  a result  of  action  1)\ 
this  department  was  399,  and  a summary  gi\ing  full  details  will  be 
found  at  the  end  of  this  report.  Unfortunately  the  already  high  cost 
of  building  repairs  still  further  increased  during  the  year  and  this 
factor,  in  conjunction  ivith  the  fixed  rents  of  dwelling  houses,  makes 
much  of  the  older  property  unremunerative  to  the  owner  if  he  keeps 
the  houses  in  a good  state  of  repair.  An  instance  of  tins  was  the 
thorough  repair  of  a row  of  houses  at  the  cost  of  wmll  over  £800  when 
the  annual  rent  w-as  approximately  £85  per  annum. 


Vermin. 

In  1950,  56  houses  wmre  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin,  which 
is  a substantial  decrease  on  1949.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  note  the 
scarcity  to-day  of  the  bug  and  the  flea,  both  of  which  insects  are  very 


susceptible  to  the 
of  insects  were  as 

new  insecticides  D.D.T.  and  Gammexane. 
follows : 

The  types 

Beetles  

21 

Bugs 

. ...  3 

Ants  

20 

Fleas  

. ...  2 

Woodworm 

2 

Red  Mites  

. ...  8 

Unfortunatelv 

four  houses  were 

found  to  be  infested 

Avith  the 

Egyptian  house  ant.  This  is  a very  small  ant,  not  indigenous  to  this 
county,  which  has  spread  rapidly  in  Britain  in  the  last  few  years. 
The  four  houses  wmre  given  23  treatments  with  insecticides  in  an  en- 
deavour to  eradicate  the  pests  completely. 


Common  Lodging  House. 

There  is  one  registered  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  town  with 
accommodation  for  41  persons.  Forty-two  visits  were  made  durirm  the 
year,  and  two  written  notices  were  given  to  the  keeper  for  the  a])ate- 
ment  of  contraventions.  The  premises  were  sprayed  at  intervals  with 
insecticides.  Some  infestations  of  body  lice  wmre  disco\ered  amongs" 
the  inmates,  and  19  persons  were  cleansed  at  our  cleansing  station. 
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Rodent  Control. 

A Rodent  Operative  was  employed  throughout  the  year  on  a part- 
time  basis,  the  remainder  of  his  time  being  occupied  with  other  Public 
Health  duties.  We  receive  help  from  the  public  in  this  work  in  as 
much  that  many  of  the  cases  of  rat  infestation  are  reported  to  this 
department  usually  by  the  person  on  whose  premises  rats  are  found. 

During  1950,  poison  was  laid  for  the  destruction  of  rodents  on 
163  occasions,  and  264  rats  were  picked  up.  No  doubt  the  number 
actually  destroyed  would  be  much  greater  than  this  as  most  of  the 
rats  would  die  in  their  holes  or  other  inaccessible  places.  The  operator 
made  652  visits  for  the  purposes  of  rodent  control,  and  I made  67 
visits.  The  sewers  were  tested  for  the  presence  of  rats  with  entirely 
negative  results. 


FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 


Meat. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  Ministry  of  Food  were  responsible  for 
the  slaughter  of  all  animals  whose  flesh  is  to  be  sold  for  human  con- 
sumption. Tavo  slaughterhouses  are  in  regular  use,  one  in  Grove 
Lane,  and  one  at  the  Cattle  Market,  Ordsall. 


A comparison 

of  the  animals 

slaughtered 

during 

the  past  seven 

years  is  as 

folloAvs : 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

1950  ... 

3,956 

1,493 

10,017 

633 

1949  ... 

2,802 

1,370 

9,987 

374 

194fl  .. 

2,738 

1,333 

6,938 

182 

1947  ... 

2,896 

805 

8,458 

91 

1946  .. 

3,395 

1,209 

11,198 

180 

1945  ... 

3,503 

759 

10,152 

335 

1944  ... 



3,132 

718 

11,628 

369 

All  the 

carcases  and  organs  rvere  inspected  before 

removal,  and  1 

made  524 

visits  to 

the  slaughter- 

houses  for  tl 

iis  purpose.  The  per- 

centage  of 

animals 

in  Avhich  visible  tuberculosis  lesions  were  found 

remains  very  much 

the  same  as  in 

the  past,  figures  being ; 

1943 

1944  1945 

1946  1947 

1948 

1949  1950 

Cattle  . 

. 31.1 

32.8  27.0 

25.8  30.52 

29.15 

31.83  28.28 

Pigs  

. 17.4 

16.1  8.06 

11.1  8.8 

13.23 

12.3  12.48 

Calves 

. 1.0 

1.3  1.7 

1.5  1.0 

0.6 

0.8  0.66 

The  total  weight  of  meat  regarded  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
in  the  past  seven  years  is  as  folloAvs : 


1950  . ... 

...  175,927  lbs. 

1949  . ... 

...  122,154  lbs. 

1948  . ... 

...  120,719  lbs. 

1947  . ... 

...  126,871  lbs. 

1946  . ... 

...  132,871  lbs. 

1945  . ... 

...  119,110  lbs. 

1944  . ... 

...  139,145  lbs. 
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Other  List  of  Meat. 


Killed 

Inspected 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 
(Whole  carcases  condemned)  ... 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 
(Part  carcases  condemned) 

Percentage  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  

Tuberculosis  only 
(Whole  carcases  condemned)  ... 

Tuberculosis  only  (Part  carcases) 
and/or  organs  condemned 

Percentage  affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis   


Cattle 


includ- 
ing Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
and  Lambs 

Pigs 

3,956 

1,493 

10,017 

633 

3,956 

1,493 

10,017 

633 

33 

80 

103 

24 

Accurate 

figures 

cannot  ])e 

given. 

Accurate 

figures 

cannot  be 

given. 

94 

11 

Nil 

8 

1,025 

Nil 

Nil 

71 

28.28% 

0.66% 

Nil 

12.48% 

Other  Foods  Condemned. 


During  1950,  310  visits  were  made  to  markets  and  food  shops, 
and  I append  below  a list  of  foods  condemned,  mostly  from  ilecom- 
position,  during  the  year:  — 


Frozen 
Tinned 
Figs  .. 


Egg  ... 
Rabbit 


76  lbs. 
2 tins 
91  lbs. 


Eggs  ...  . 

Cakes 

Corned  Beef 


195 

137  lbs. 


(61b 


Pickles  

41  bottles 

tims)  

13  tins 

Cheese  

. ..  534  lbs. 

Sauce  

72  bottles 

Mixed  tins  of  Food  855  tins 

Pressed  Meat  . . 

104  lbs. 

Pudding  Powder  . 

. . 34  lbs. 

Fish 

88  lbs. 

Jam 

18  i lbs. 

Ham 

364  lbs. 

Flour  

..  12  lbs. 

Liquid  Egg  ... 

40  lbs. 

Bacon  

...  814  lbs. 

Erozen  Beef  ... 

..  193  lbs. 

Sweetened  Fat 

7 lbs. 

During  1950,  11  notices  were  served  upon  the  occupiers  of  food 
premises  requiring  alterations  in  order  to  make  their  premises  comply 
with  Sections  13  and  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The  food  traders, 
taken  as  a whole,  are  keen  to  keep  their  premises  in  proper  condition, 
and  no  serious  difficulties  arose  during  the  course  of  the  year. 


Milk. 


During  1950  only  one  dairy  was  on  our  register  in  the  Borough. 
All  other  dairies  were  on  milk  producers’  premises,  and  these  are  con- 
trolled hy  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Eighteen  visits  were  made  by 
me  to  the  dairy  and  no  contraventions  were  discovered. 
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Ice  Cream. 

At  the  (‘11(1  of  1950  th(‘re  were  three  premises  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream,  and  29  premises  registered  for  tlie  sale  of 
ice  cream.  Two  firms  sell  ice  cream  regularly  from  vehicles  in  the 
.streets,  and  we  get  occasional  visits  from  other  street  traders.  In  all 
casi'-s  where  ice  cream  is  sold  from  mixe^d  shops  it  is  a condition  of 
registration  that  the  ice  cream  is  sold  wrapped  as  received.  Sixty-one 
\isits  were  jiaid  to  premises  where  ice  cream  is  manufactured  or  sold 
(hiring  1950.  Twenty-nine  samples  Avere  sent  for  test,  and  16  were 
satisfactory.  The  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  past  fve  yea  s 
are  as  follows : 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Satisfactory  

12 

14 

19 

22 

16 

Unsatisfactory  

10 

9 

7 

11 

13 

Totals  ... 

22 

23 

26 

33 

29 

Dust  bins. 

The  Corpoiation  })ro\ide  and  maintain  dustbins  at  houses  where 
the  owner  fails  to  do  so,  and  an  annual  charge  of  5/-  in  made  in  all 
cases.  During  1950,  147  bins  were  supplied  by  this  department. 

F.  R.  SMITH, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year : 


1. 


fa) 


(b) 


Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected,  for 
housing  defects  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts  

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


281 

312 


2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (incuded  under  sub-head 

1 above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  4 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 7 


3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  4 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  bouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  172 
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2,  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  a formal 
notice : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  146 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice 

(i)  by  owners Nil 

(ii)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  44 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice 

(i)  by  owners  47 

(ii)  by  Authority  in  default  of  owner Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 
tion Orders  were  made 2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  3 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under-ground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under-ground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit Nil 
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4. — Housing  Act,  1936. 


(a)  (1)  Nunil)er  of  houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  3 

(2)  I\uiul)er  of  faiuilies  dwelling  therein 4 

(3)  Nuinher  of  persons  dwelling  therein  31 

(h)  Nuinher  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year 9 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcro^vding  relieved  during  the 

year  9 

(2)  Nuinher  of  jiersons  concerned  in  such  cases  70 

( d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding Nil 

Sumjiiary  of  Visits  made  during  the  year. 


Houses  inspected,  Public  Health  Acts  

106 

Houses  inspected,  Housing  Acts 

39 

Complaints  investigated  

92 

Common  Lodging  House 

42 

Nuisances  investigated  

249 

Factories  visited 

29 

Re  Infectious  Diseases  

163 

Premises  re  Rats  and  Mice 

67 

Interviews  with  owners,  etc.,  on  site 

45 

Revisits  to  properties  under  notice  

432 

Bakehouses  

35 

Visits  to  Knackers  Yard 

15 

Slaughterhouses  

524 

Butchers’  shops 

250 

Other  food  shops  

310 

Tpp  Cream  Premises 

61 

Dairies 

18 

Fried  Fish  Shops  

7 

Petroleum  Stores  

4 

Shops  Act 

2 

Miscellaneous  

64 

2,554 
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Summary  of  Nuisances  Abated  during  the  year. 

Foul  or  defective  drains  or  closets  67 

Defective  house  roofs  and  spoutings 81 

Damp  or  defective  walls  and/or  plaster 53 

Defective  Yard  Paving  40 

Defective  house  floors  12 

Defective  house  windows 29 

Defective  cooking  ranges  40 

Defective  sinks 15 

Houses  without  refuse  receptacles  21 

Houses  overcrowded 8 

Dirty  or  verminous  houses  8 

Nuisances  from  manure  or  animals 9 

Defective  water  supplies 4 

Miscellaneous  nuisances 12 

399 


Contraventions  of  Order  or  Bye-laivs  abated  during  1949. 


Food  shops  and  stores  

Found 

11 

Abated 

12 

Knackers  Yard  

0 

0 

Bakehouses  

1 

1 

Dairy  

0 

0 

Factory  

3 

3 

Common  Lodging  House 

2 

2 

Slaughterhouses  

1 

1 

18 

19 

At  the  end  of  this  report  will  be  found  tables  showing  the 
“ Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases,”  “ Infectious 
Diseases  according  to  age,”  “ Infectious  Diseases  Notified  Month  by 
Month,”  and  “ Tuberculosis.” 

At  the  end  of  the  year  Miss  White  resigned  to  take  up  a post  with 
another  Local  Authority,  and  Miss  Edgeley  was  appointed  Chief  Clerk. 
I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  various  Committees 
with  whom  I come  into  contact  for  their  help  during  the  year,  and 
to  other  departments  of  the  Corporation  from  whom  I have  always 
received  friendly  co-operation.  I wish  particularly  to  say  how  greatly 
I appreciate  the  co-operation  and  assistance  which  I have  received 
from  Mr.  Smith,  Sanitary  Inspector,  Miss  White,  Miss  Edgeley,  and 
the  other  members  of  my  staff. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Tolland, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  Respect  of  the  Year 
1950  for  the  Borough  of  East  Retford  in  the  County  of  Nottingham. 

Prescribed  particuars  on  tlie  administration  of  the  Factories  Act, 
1937. 


PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 


E — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  in- 
spections made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Inspec- 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

tions 

notices 

prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forcefl  by  Local  Authorities. 

11 

8 

0 

0 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  w'hich  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

93 

56 

4 

0 

(iiil 

Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 

workers’ premises). 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  

104 

64 

4 

0 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  ca.ses  in  which 
defects  were  found. 


Particulars 


Pound  Remedied 


Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 


Want  of  cleanliness  (.S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

including  offences  relating  to 

Outwork). 

Total 


1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 


0 


1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 


0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 


0 


1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 


0 


No  prosecutions  were  instituted. 
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PREVALANCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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NOTE-  (a)  North  Carlton  Isolation  Hospital,  Worksop.  (c)  Lodge  Moor  Isolation  Hospital. 

(d)  Ransom  Sanatorium,  Kainworth. 

NOTE:  (b)  Forest  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Mansfield.  (e)  Worksop  Kilton  Hospital. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—2 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2—3 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3—4 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4—5  

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5—10 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10—15  

...  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—20 

...  2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20—35  

...  2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

35—45  

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

45—65  

...  2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

65  and  over 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

...  7 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 
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